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Aboriginal Framework 
Source: Developed by a cultural reference group of the Editorial 
Committee and modified through conversations with Aboriginal 
people from across the Northern Territory. Painted by Cian McCue. 
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In the Aboriginal framework, significant elements of Aboriginal culture are highlighted. These 
cultural stories or metaphors were chosen to represent some of the many stories from across 
the Territory. The metaphors used were selected to be readily interpreted using the six domains 
of The Nest. These six areas of wellbeing for children and young people are the pillars around 
which this Story is written. 

Being loved and safe – Coolamon – The Coolamon is a large bowl like carrier made from 
the wood of a tree. It is a traditional cot and keeps babies safe, strong and healthy. 

Having material basics – Tree – Trees are used for wood and bark for housing, to make tools 
for hunting and personal safety, and are a source of bush food and medicine. 

Being healthy – Hunting and gathering – Connection to land and culture through hunting 
and gathering ensures a healthy lifestyle – physically, developmentally and mentally. 
Plants and animals provide important food sources to maintain a healthy diet. 

Learning – Oral tradition – There is a strong oral tradition in Aboriginal culture, as well as other 
cultures present in the Territory. Elders and grandparents sit with children and young people 
to pass on knowledge. 

Participating – Spear, boomerang and dilly bag – Spears, boomerangs and dilly bags represent 
active participation in Aboriginal community life – hunting, fishing, gathering seeds and fruit, 
as well as leisure, music and dance. 

Positive sense of identity and culture – Kinship system – Everything in Aboriginal life is 
connected to and given its place in the kinship system. It is about the whole universe, the 
planets, stars, moon and sun - everything is connected. 

Whilst we are separating elements of wellbeing, in life they are intrinsically linked and so there 
is crossover between domains. We have attributed indicators to the domains in which they are 
most commonly reported. 

Further detail about the development of the Story and its indicators, with referencing, 
data sources and appendices, can be found in the Northern Territory edition of the Story. 
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